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Calendar of Events

December.............. Renewals go out to Membership

December 5th.......Installation/Awards Dinner

December 16" .....Silver City Ghost Town

December 25™......Merry Christmas, may this be the best yet

December???.......There is no General Meeting. The Installation Dinner took its place
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Membership chairman Shirley Fisher welcomes Ray Sundlin as a new member. She also told
us that our Society membership runs from January through December. You will note says she,
that a renewal envelope is attached to this issue of the Saddlebag. Please send your check in that
envelope or put it in your reminder file so it is there at bill paying time. Please don’t toss it in the
round file. Your membership support is very important and deeply appreciated Some of you have
already paid for 2009, thank you. Should there be a question of any kind regarding your
membership call Shirley at 376-1228, She’ll help you

(Editor’s note). Y our support by your membership dues has never been more important then it is
now. We have several large projects that depend on monies collected from the membership for
payment of current and future bills. One good example is the covered structure adjacent to the
theater in our Museum backyard. It is beautiful, functional and expensive. (What isn’t). So return
the envelope with your dues and feel good about your participation in keeping our Historical
Society the history Icon that it is....
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The Installation/Awards Dinner is happening on December 5™. About the time you receive
this Saddlebag. Hopefully you have gotten your reservations and will be there.
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Artist of the month. Judy Deems is our artist for December. Judy is best known for her western
art. She is a member of the Kern River Valley Art Association. In the past few years she has
expanded her artistic endeavors to include murals which have drawn great praise from the art
community. Her mural subjects range from Christmas scenes, to western scenes, to under the sea
subjects, and to landscapes. You can find her murals in private homes and public buildings both
in the Kern Valley and in Bakersfield. Judy will be showing one of her murals in the gallery along
with her hand painted saws. Come over and see this excellent display of art. We’ll look for you!
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Check out our new Museum Website. www.kernvalleymuseum.org You’ll see monthly
updates with ~ Whats happening * at the Museum, our events and activities. Those of you with
computers will be impressed to find out we have joined the cyber age. And while you’re at it
check out our advertisement on the big screen at the Reel Cinema in Wofford Hts. Good Stuff!!
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For our December 19" Field Trip, we will meet at 11 am at the Silver City Ghost Town in
Bodfish. Represented there are over twenty historic buildings (most not visible from Lake
Isabella Blvd), from the mining camps of Keyesville, Whiskey Flat, Old Isabella, Claraville, Hot
Springs, Southfork and other local frontier settlements. Many buildings feature recently updated
museum displays and thousands of area artifacts scattered throughout the property. The Buildings
have been lovingly preserved to the way they may have looked in the 1880's...deserted when the
original inhabitants left for new adventures in other mining districts...You can go inside the
original Isabella Jail (gunslinger Newt Walker was locked up here in 1903) and the
Apaletea/Burlando House, which is believed to be the oldest and most haunted house, according
to many visitors. This famous house today is used to display a period country store and saloon.
Silver City has been the location of numerous alleged sightings of ghostly apparitions by visitors
and staff alike. The online version of the TV show “This Old House” has the Apaletea/Burlando
House listed as number six of the 15 most haunted houses in the United States. Other buildings
are outfitted as period miners’s cabins, post office and general store. The rustic church is a
favorite with many visitors.

Once again, here are the particulars, we will meet at Silver City at 11am on Tuesday
December 19™ . The address is 3829 Lake Isabella Avenue. Our cost for the docent guided
tour is $3.00 each (which is a savings of $6.00 per person over the usual $9.00 fee.
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Our High School and Elementary School Awards for 2008 totaled $4300.00. according to our
treasurer June Whities. Quite an accomplishment for our Historical Society, good show!!
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Christmas is just around the corner and many of you are wondering what to get as presents for
folks on your gift list. Let me make a suggestion. Toddle on down to the Country Store at our
Museum and browse around. There is selection after selection of varied and sundry items that are
perfect as gifts for nieces, nephews, grandchildren, sons and daughters, and for your spouse. The
book shelves are full of interesting and exotic books. Like to cook? There are a number of
cookbooks that will tickle your fancy and enlarge your waistline. Toys for the kiddies, and special
items for Aunts and Uncles. And best of all until Christmas everything in the store except our
calendars are 10% off the listed price. Speaking of Calendars, this is the new 2009 special
edition. It contains in addition to the calendar dates 12 beautiful historic pictures. Many of the
pictures have never been seen before and when the year 2009 is up are suitable for framing if you
wish. In the calendar and interspersed throughout the various months are historic dates and what
happened on them years and years back. Fascinating stuff. If you are looking for a special gift this
could be the one. Hurry down and do your Christmas shopping right here. We’re waiting for you!
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Bricks and the Path of History. The latest group have been laid in the front yard next to the Bull
Wheel. If you are intending to get a brick and have just put it off, now might be the time to order
one. If you want your brick in the front yard we are going to pour two more pads next to the Bull
Wheel and will then be setting pads further back on the other side of the sidewalk. This is a
chance to have a brick and have it easily seen. Think about it. The cost of the bricks depend on
the size. A 4 X 8 brick is $75.00 (3 lines 60 characters) and an 8 X 8 brick is $100.00 (6 lines 120
characters) Pick up an order form at the Museum or call Vicki at 376-6039 (Good Christmas Gift)
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In the back yard is the newest addition to our museum. Built to complement the Jenkins Pack
Station (outdoor Theater) is our new cover for the seating section of the theater. Massively built
we feel that it could hold 35 feet of snow or more on the roof and it wouldn’t even sag. It is
indeed an edifice of the first order. It will enable us to have different types of entertainment in the
theater and the seating will be under cover. Most important it will enable us to use the facility in
hot weather keeping the sun off those folks who are watching the theater action. So drop by and
give it a look-see you’ll be impressed and proud of this new addition to our Museum...
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.Book Report.....Memories of Old Kernville by a Flatlander (Helen Campbell Witt) We just
received this book in our Museum Bookstore a few weeks ago and it is a dramatic recollection
with pictures of old Kernville. The book is 8 and 2 by 11 and has a protective cover. But inside is
where this book really shines. In it as you read you will follow Helen as she with her folks move
to Kernville. You will meet by word and pictures familiar names and places. Old Kernville is
brought to life by some seldom if ever seen pictures. If you ever wondered what the old town
looked like and how buildings were situated then this is the book for you. Let me give you just a
few word picture of what you will see and read. You will see the old telephone office and read
how it was run. You will be introduced to old Kernville and will be enthralled by the pictures of
how it was. There is an aerial shot of the town which shows its proximity to the Kern River and
pictures of the old town with a jam of cars on Main Street. Inside is a copy of Kernvilles’ 1946
telephone book, complete with pencilled notes by the user. A real nostalgia piece. The pictures
alone are worth the price of the book ($10.00) and the stories that accompany them are priceless.
To quote a line from the book on the last page I think covers it well. *“ Helen tells of the people
she met, the places she knew, of a life in a much simpler time. And the changes that took place in
her world.” This would be a great addition to your library and an ideal Christmas gift. For
anyone. And the cost is a measly 10 bucks, well worth every cent....
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At the November General Meeting was the election of Officers and Directors Your Officers
and Directors for 2009 are as follows...Pres. Ron Bolyard, Vice Presidents, Bob Woods
Education, Rich Burdge Museum, Diane Bach Social, Ron Bach Walker House. Recording
Secretary Alexis Woods, Corresponding Secretary Juanita Kitchell, Treasurer June Whities.
Elected Directors Liz Bardos, Eleanor Campbell, Anne Litz, Tom McKinney, Sally Partin, Marge
Powers, and Chet Rock. Appointed Directors, Vicki Middleworth Programs, Rod Middleworth
Saddlebag, Linda Diaz Membership, Jeri Hansen Docent Coordinator, Marian Demars Publicity,
Butch Partin Curator, Dick Snyder Assistant Curator, Mike Ludiker Webmaster. Our hats are off
to them all for taking on the running of our Society for the year 2009.
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Report on our Cookbook shows that we are still short on recipes. We need your special recipe
right away. Pick up forms at the museum or in last months Saddlebag. Your editor has even sent
in 2 recipes from his vast collection of Dutch Oven Cookery. Yum So get busy, and get your
recipe in today. Any questions call Linda Diaz at 376-1686. If you send in a recipe on something
other than the form, be sure to have the following: Name and Address, Phone Number and or E
Mail address, The recipe name, ingredients, Mixing and cooking instructions. And any other info
you might want to add. Do this now, overwhelm the cookbook committee with recipes....Now!!
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